
OTTAWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF DD 

 Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E Rñ  

F A L L  2 0 1 0 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To ensure the availability of  

supports to eligible citizens with 

developmental disabilities in    

gaining inclusion in their         

community.   Further, to assist 

individuals and their families in 

achieving a life that they establish 

for themselves. 

According to Amy Cantu, òThe 

whole process was very interesting 

and exciting.  Through many discus-

sions and telling the group why, and 

what led to our suggestion, there 

was a vote to narrow the pool to 8 

suggestions.  We were then given 

stickers and voted for our favorite 

two.   As we sat in the back of the 

room it was very exciting to see 

many people choosing our sugges-

tion.ó 

 

The waiver will offer participant -

direction of services and supports, 

and will embrace an individualized 

planning and budgeting approach.  

 

The name could not have been more 

appropriate or descriptive. 

 

This democratic involvement pro-

vided ample opportunities for indi-

viduals to express themselves, have 

fun, air questions and concerns, show 

enthusiasm for what the waiver 

might do for them personally, and 

be a part of something that had 

never been done before in Ohioõs 

developmental disabilities commu-

nity...Take some of the bureaucracy 

out of waiver development, and 

empower the individuals ultimately 

to be served. 

 

We are very proud of the people 

who represented Ottawa County at 

the OSDA Conference and we ex-

tend a hearty CONGRATULATIONS 

for their winning entry!  

 

History was made that day! 

 

For more information about the 

waiver, visit the DODD website at 

http://odmrdd.state.oh.us/  

How do you name a waiver?  DODD 

Director, John Martin, spearheaded 

the effort to name the new waiver at 

the 2010 OSDA conference by en-

couraging all participants to brain-

storm, discuss, refine and then vote 

on a name that would accurately and 

appropriately identify the waiver ñ 

and be meaningful to those for whom 

it has been developed.    That is pre-

cisely what was accomplished. 

 

The conference was a perfect time to 

educate participants about the 

waiver; consequently empowering 

and energizing their advocacy efforts.  

 

Out of 164 name ideas initially brain-

stormed, the list was narrowed down 

to nine.  Then, following a òsales 

pitchó by self-advocates and other 

supporters of each of the eight ideas, 

a final vote was taken, yielding the 

selected name (suggested by our Ot-

tawa County Group):  

Self Empowered Life Fund 

(SELF) 

The enthusiasm generated by òCelebrating the Fire Within,ó the theme of the Ohio Self Determination Association 

(OSDA) annual conference September 20-21 at Worthington, Ohio, definitely fired -up the nearly 300 participants in 

attendance during the two-day event.  It may have prompted those with Septemberõs heightened sense of preparedness 

(September was National Preparedness Monthñwww.ready.gov ) to make sure there were fire extinguishers ready to be 

deployed if need be é because this group was super-charged! 

 

There were several spirited and positive motivational speakersñincluding Ohio First Lady Frances Strickland, Superman-

Dave Leedy, Sue Thomas-F.B.Eye, Nick Scott-Professional Body Builder/Ballroom Dancer and Tyson Gentry-OSU Alumni 

and Football Player.  It was also a forum for naming the new Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD) Home 

and Community-Based Services (HCBS) waiver submitted the week prior for consideration by the Ohio Department of 

Job and Family Services.  Participants learned about social networking, Project STIR, home ownership and the Center for 

Public Policy Grant and more. 

 

Two self advocates (Mary Ann C and Jessica M) from Ottawa County attended, along with 

OCBDD staff members Michele Bailey and Amy Cantu.  The four women were òburning with 

anticipationó to share what turned out to be the winning name for the new HCBS waiver 

(see article below). 

 

òDonõt let anyone throw cold water on your flame. 

Donõt let anyone put out your personal fire!ó 

 

To learn more about the Ohio Self Determination Associationñvisit their website at 

www.ohiosda.org . 
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Kevin Conkle welcoming 

callers and guests to 

OCBDD 

Spotlight on... 
KEVIN CONKLE is a genuinely 

friendly young man who lives in Port 

Clinton, works at RVI and is a part-

time receptionist at OCBDD. 

Friends are what make Kevin happi-

est, and itõs no wonder since he is a 

pleasure to talk to and spend time 

with.  

His hobbies include researching Alca-

traz and using his computer.  Heõs 

been studying Alcatraz since he was 

13 years old and hopes to visit the 

site someday.  He gathers  informa-

tion from newspaper articles, books, 

photographs and by researching all 

he can about the inmates historically.  

He said he could write a book about 

it himself from all heõs learned.  

One interesting fact he shared is 

that the youngest inmate was 18 

years old when he was incarcer-

ated. 

Kevin is most proud of graduating 

from high school in 1991.  He at-

tended Tri County JVS in the tenth 

through twelfth grades.  He earned 

a certificate of completion for job 

skills he gained in basic foods, life 

skills and job education resources. 

Heõs been working at RVI since 

1998.  He is a warehouse worker, 

and runs the baler.  He also fills in 

as the receptionist at OCBDD when 

needed.  He is new to being the 

receptionist and is doing a great 

job!  

Kevinõs favorite time of the 

year is both summer and fall.  

He likes the cooler tempera-

tures after summer when he can 

go outside and enjoy the 

weather.  Kevin  enjoys walks 

along the water, going out to 

eat and spending time with his 

girlfriend.  

When you visit either RVI or 

the OCBDD offices, be sure to 

say hello! 

O C B D D  M O T T O :  

S U P P O R T I N G  

D R E A M S 

 

  

The Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidence 

(OCALI), in collaboration with the Ohio Depart-

ment of Developmental Disabilities, has updated 

its website (www.ocali.org ) with the latest infor-

mation, links and resources on the prevention, 

intervention and treatment of Fetal Alcohol Spec-

trum Disorders (FASD).  The site features an over-

view of FASD, a comprehensive list of available 

assistance for individuals living with FASD re-

search and resources, a series of webcasts includ-

ing FASD 101, and a first-person testimony about 

living with FASD.   

People 1
st
 has taken a small break, but will resume again 

with meetings in October.  We have been working on 

fundraising ideas, some suggestions have been bake sales, 

t-shirt sales, and pop and water sales.  Michele Bailey, 

Jim Crist, and Amy Cantu attended the Call2Action 

meeting held in Wood Co. on September 27, 2010.  

Representative Randy Gardener was the guest speaker. 

He encouraged everyone to contact their local represen-

tative with any concerns.  He informed us that we are 

potentially facing an $8 million deficit state -wide and 

we will be seeing cuts in a lot of areas.  He encouraged 

us to tell our stories on how these cuts would affect our 

population.   We will be working on a plan for what we 

want to do locally, involving People 1
st
.     

 

Contributed by:  Amy Cantu  

On September 11th a group of ladies headed out to East Harbor Campground to brave the rain and 
wilderness for a camping trip.  When we arrived on Saturday we set up camp and started dinner. 
We cooked foil dinners containing hamburger, carrots, potatoes, onion, and cheese. After dinner 
we played numerous games of Go Fish. As darkness fell it seemed only right to make S' mores be-
cause no camping trip would be official without them.  After we finished our snack and sang a few 
campfire songs everyone was tired and headed to bed.  The packed camper was filled with laugh-
ter that turned into snores. As the sun rose so did we, after making breakfast; we sang, played 
cards, and took a lovely walk before packing up and calling it a trip.    Contributed by: Michele Bailey 



P A G E  3   Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T ER ñ F A L L  2 0 1 0 

October is National Down Syndrome Awareness Month! 
 

Down Syndrome Awareness Month was kicked off locally at the Toledo Buddy Walk which took place on Sunday, October 3rd at 
the UT Campus - Rocket Hall.  The event featured bands, clowns, face painting, team tents, breakfast food, pizza, cotton candy, 
inflatable bouncy houses and more. All funds raised through the Buddy Walk support both local and national programs. 
 
Ottawa County residents who laced up their walking shoes were the Zelms family (Jennifer, Mike, Taylor, Abby and Andy) and 
the Hernandez family (Ricardo, Paula and Christopher), along with the Ottawa County Board of Developmental Disabilities  
Superintendent Melinda Slusser.  Jennifer is the President of the Ottawa County Board of Developmental Disabilities and the 
IŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΦ  WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǳŘŘȅ ²ŀƭƪ ŦƻǊ 
the last 8 years to show our support for individuals with Down syndrome in Northwest Ohio.  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜŀǊǘǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
inspiring event!  LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ celebrates people with Down syndrome and promotes acceptance and 
ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΗέ  tŀǳƭŀ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿƴ {ȅƴŘǊƻƳŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
¢ƻƭŜŘƻ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ .ǳŘŘȅ ²ŀƭƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ǳŘŘȅ ²ŀƭƪ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 

wonderful, successful day.  The Buddy Walk is a day to celebrate and support those who have Down Syndrome and their families.  
It is also a day to promote community awareness that people with Down Syndrome want nothing more than understanding, 
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΣ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ƭƻǾŜΦ  !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀs 
aƻǎŀƛŎ 5ƻǿƴ {ȅƴŘǊƻƳŜΣ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦέ 
 

About the Buddy Walk 
In the past 16 years, the National Buddy Walk program has grown from 17 Walks to over 275 Buddy Walk events taking place in 

cities across the country and in select international locations.   
To learn more, visit http://www.buddywalk.org/about-buddywalk.html.   

The Toledo Walk is hosted by the Down Syndrome Association of Greater Toledo and their website is www.dsagt.org. 

The Senior and Wellness program has been busting at the seams with fun!  We stayed cool by taking trips to the 

pool and the beach to swim.  Canoeing and fishing were also fun water-related activities we enjoyed. The Christmas 

in July dance got our heart rates up and our tail feathers shaking. We got exercise in the form of basketball, walks, 

games at the park, bike rides, dance class and so much more.  Sport fans came out to watch the Toledo Mud Hens 

take the field.  Trips to Cedar Point, the Ottawa County Fair, and Put-In-Bay rounded out our summer adventures.  

As fall has started taking over, we are wrapping up the outdoor activities and heading indoors. The weather held off 

for us to do a little golfing, a trip to Sandusky Speedway race, and a trip to the zoo. The girls spent time roughing  

the outdoors on a camping trip and shopping until they dropped for a Girls Day Out.  Football was the theme of the 

first weekend in October as we watched the Rockets battle the Redskins and the Browns take down the Bengals. 

We are looking forward to the upcoming horse camp and the Halloween dance. Keep an eye out for the results of 

our new program name vote!                                  Contributed by:  Michele Bailey, Senior & Wellness Coordinator 

Brain Injury Association of Ohioõs 

 

29th Annual 

Meeting and Conference 

 

November 1 & 2, 2010 

Double Tree Columbus/Worthington  

175 Hutchinson Ave. 

Columbus, OH 

 

To Register Online and for more information go to:  

 

http://www.hiaoh.org  

 

Our planning efforts for 2011 are in full swing!  The 

Board and our leadership team have been working with 

Norwich Consulting, Inc. to develop a comprehensive and 

meaningful plan for 2011 and beyond.  Focus Groups were 

formed and met during September and October.  These 

groups came together to talk about things the Board is cur-

rently doing well and what the Board needs to im-

prove.  Parents and Guardians, employees of the Board, and 

people served by the Board have been directly involved in this 

process.  Feedback from other stakeholders in the community 

has also been included. 
 

The Public Hearing for our Annual Plan will be held on 

Monday December 13th at 10:00 a.m. at the OCBDD offices. 

Jennifer & Abby 

Paula & Christopher 

http://www.buddywalk.org/about-buddywalk.html
http://www.dsagt.org
http://www.buddywalk.org/index.php
http://www.biaoh.org/index.html


Upcoming Events 

Thanksgiving 

November 25 & 26  

OCBDD  & RVI Closed 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 

 

People 1st Meeting 

November 3:  1:00pm  

At RVI 

 

 

Veterans Day 

Thursday, November 11 

OCBDD &  

RVI Closed 

 

 
 

Regular Board  Meeting  

November 15:  

5:00pm  

At OCBDD Building 

The public is welcome 

Family Advisory Council Mtg  

November 19: 1:00 

At OCBDD 

 

If you have an email address & would like to 

receive this newsletter electronically (saving the 

agencyõs paper resources), send your address to 

bbeck@ocbdd.org.  This newsletter and other 

information about the OCBDD  can be accessed 

at:  www.ocbdd.org  

If you have an idea for the newsletter, please 

contact Bobbi Beck at                   

bbeck@ocbdd.org or 567-262-3100. 

 

Ottawa County Board of DD  

235 N Toussaint South Rd 

Oak Harbor OH 43449  
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Check us out on the web at www.ocbdd.org  

All policies and procedures are available for review at the Ottawa County Board office by contacting 

Kim Strong-Todd, Director of Business and Operations, 567-262-3114 or kstrong-todd@ocbdd.org  

Complaint Resolution Process: 

The Complaint Resolution Process Procedure defines the process to be followed by the Ottawa County Board of DD to resolve complaints involving the programs, services, policies, or administrative practices of the Board 
or the entities acting under contract with the Board.  Areas subject to administrative resolution by the Board include, but are not necessarily limited to, eligibility determination, arranging appropriate services for eligible  
individuals, or any denial, reduction or termination of services to individuals by the County Board. 

�&�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���D�S�S�H�D�O�V���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���L�Q���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���I�L�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���	���6�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���I�R�X�U���³�*�X�L�Geli�Q�H�V���)�R�U���5�H�V�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���&�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V�´�������,�I���D���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�D�Q�W���K�D�V���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�\���L�Q���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���R�U���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����D�Q���R�U�D�O����
report may be accepted and documented by the Director of Service & Support receiving the report. 

Upon receipt of the written complaint by the Director of Service & Support, the individual shall receive in writing the decision within ten (10) calendar days. 

Additional Formal Avenues for Resolving Disputes Medicaid Funded Services:  Any decision to  terminate, reduce, deny or change Medicaid funded services (State Plan Services, and/or Waiver Services) are 

subject to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) appeal process.  Individuals and families will be provided prior notice of proposed actions and have the right to a hearing with ODJFS.   

Early Intervention Services:  Families have a right to appeal decisions related to services provided by contacting the Ohio Department of Health and/or the Ottawa County Board of DD  and presenting their concerns 

�L�Q���D���I�R�U�P�D�O���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�������)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D���U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���������G�D�\�V���������,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���³�&�R�Qsum�H�U���&�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W���5�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���3�U�R�F�H�V�V�´���E�U�R�F�K�X�U�H�����I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H�����E�U�R�F�K�X�U�H���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G��
�³�3�D�U�H�Q�W�¶�V���5�L�J�K�W�V���,�Q���+�H�O�S���0�H���*�U�R�Z�´�� 

Individual Support Services:  Individuals, advocates or complainants receiving or providing supported living services under contract with the Board shall utilize the dispute resolution procedures of the provider.  In 

cases of disputes related to the termination, reduction, or change of supported living services, an individual or advocate shall �X�W�L�O�L�]�H���W�K�H���%�R�D�U�G�¶�V���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���5�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� 


