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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To ensure the availability of  

supports to eligible children and 

adults with developmental      

disabilities in gaining inclusion in 

their community.   Further, to  

assist individuals and their families 

in achieving a life that they       

establish for themselves. 

children with developmental disabilities in 

this area.  There wasnõt any transportation 

for the children once the school was estab-

lished making parents responsible for getting 

them to and from school.  For five years, 

Mr. LaPlantz would drive to Kathyõs school 

during his lunch break and transport her to 

Luther Home of Mercyõs Chapel Cottage 

where she would stay until her parents got 

off work and picked her up.  

 

Kathy has worked at RVI (workshop) for 

over three decades and resides at Luther 

Home of Mercy (LHM).  

 

Mrs. LaPlantz proudly stated that she feels 

Kathy is maturing mentally.  She recently 

asked her mom, òWhat happened last 

night?ó when she didnõt show up for her 

weekend visit.  After all these years, Mrs. 

LaPlantz has established a routine of visiting 

Kathy at LHM every Saturday and Sunday.  

During these visits they have formed many 

special memories over meals and while 

getting their nails painted. 

 

Mrs. LaPlantz is also a woman of faith, 

which she expresses through her creation of 

many beautiful handmade quilts.  She has 

designed many of her quilts and her artistic 

talent overflows onto this òpalette.ó  A quilt 

can be 

found 

hanging 

on al-

most 

every 

wall in 

her 

home.   

She even 

designed 

one from 

a dream she had during a hospitalization. 

 

Mrs. LaPlantz is very thankful for all that 

the Kennedy family did for people with 

disabilities while President J.F. Kennedy was 

in office.  Much has changed since Kathy 

was a baby, but Mr. and Mrs. LaPlantz and 

many other parents in our area worked 

hard to ensure that there was a school for 

their children and even a place for them to 

work.  The history of Ottawa County 

Board of DD will be uncovered in this 

newsletter and will continue in future 

editions. 

 

Thank you, Mrs. LaPlantz, for 

sharing your wonderful story.  

You are a blessing! 

 

Contributed by Bobbi Beck 

I was recently invited into the home of a 

lovely lady by the name of Mrs. Bernice 

LaPlantz.  She has many loves and many 

talents, but above all, she is a dedicated 

mother to her three grown children.  It is 

evident in her eyes and in the loving words 

she uses to describe them.  Her children are 

David, Mary and Kathy.  She is quick to share 

all their accomplishments, but this story is 

dedicated to both Kathy and her wonderful 

mom.  

  

Kathy was 

born 7 1/2 

weeks prema-

ture and has 

experienced a 

multitude of 

medical con-

cerns ever 

since.  She was 

16 years old 

when she 

started attend-

ing school, 

because there 

wasnõt a 

school for 

Each January brings both an opportunity to 
reflect on recent accomplishments while also 
charting a course for the future.  The Ottawa 
County Board of DD spearheaded a planning 
effort that has resulted in a 2 year strategic 
plan for the agency.  During late summer and 

early fall of 2010, the Board hosted a regional planning effort, 
inviting board members and superintendents of surrounding 
county boards of developmental disabilities to participate.  Board 
members and superintendents from Erie, Huron, Sandusky and 
Seneca County participated in the regional meeting alongside 
Ottawa County Board members, to generate ideas, provide a regional view of services, and strategize resource sharing on a 
broad scale. 
Following the regional meeting, focus groups were facilitated with persons served by the board, parent/guardians and employ-
ees of the board.  Additionally, surveys were sent to other Ottawa County stakeholder agencies to solicit feedback about what  
the board does well and what needs to improve.  The information generated from the focus groups, surveys and regional 
meeting was used to develop the 2011-2012 strategic plan. 
Our strategic plan includes four primary initiatives:  

Educate families, Board members, community partners and other key stakeholders about services,   

programs and  waivers.  

Expand the role of the Ottawa County Board of DD in transition services including the transition from 

early intervention to pre -school, pre -school to school and school to work services.  

Increase positive public relations.  

Develop and implement a plan for future use of the school building.  

Overall, we want to improve our ability to listen, to respond and to shape services based on the expressed dreams and needs 
of those we serve.  We look forward to hearing from you as we move ahead.  Happy New Year!        ~ Melinda Slusser  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

SANDRA TOTH is our 

newest Board Member.  

She was appointed by 

the Ottawa County 

Commissioners in De-

cember of 2010 and is 

fulfilling the unexpired 

term of Rick Comings.  

Sandra lives in Elmore 

and is an adjunct in-

structor for several 

community colleges 

and universities teach-

ing mainly early child-

hood classes.  Ms. Toth 

has previous board 

experience as a mem-

ber of the Luther Home 

of Mercy, Williston, 

Ohio from 1994ñ

1998.  Congratulations 

Sandra and best wishes! 

SPECIAL POINT 

OF INTEREST: 

As a result of strategic planning, the Board has 

adopted a new mission statement.  ñIt better reflects 

those whom we support ~ children and adults ~ 

gaining inclusion throughout their lifetime,ò stated 

Board President Terry Fejes.                                   

See new mission statement above. 

Love Traverses  
the Decades  

Kathy LaPlantz & her mother  
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Spotlight on... 

Jessica òJessieó Metcalf is a 

very talented young lady!  

She won the talent show at 

the Oak Harbor Apple Festi-

val in 2009 by singing and 

dancing.  In 2010, she de-

cided to take on a partner.  

òI thought it would be best 

to let it not be all about 

me,ó said Jessie.  Her partner 

was a friendõs 10-year old 

little brother.  òI saw that he 

loves music as much as I do,ó 

she added.  She allowed 

her new partner to pick the 

song, which was òBabyó by 

Justin Bieber.  After listen-

ing to the song she decided 

it was about something be-

ing taken away so she 

made up a dance routine 

based on the lyrics.  Jessie 

then taught the routine to 

her new partner.  They 

spent around four months 

perfecting their act and it 

paid off because they 

walked away with a first 

place award!  Jessie 

stated, òThis is really 

something I enjoy!ó and 

she will be looking for 

someone to join her on 

stage at next yearõs festi-

val.  She would like to 

see some people from 

RVI showing 

off their          

talents. 

O C B D D  M O T T O :  

S U P P O R T I N G  

D R E A M S 

 

 

 

 

  

People 1
st
 Ottawa Co. met on Wednesday, January 12th to begin 

a new and exciting year.  It was decided at our meeting to 

change the meeting days to the first Thursday of every month 

(beginning February 3rd) at 1:30 pm at RVI.  The other important 

decision that we made was that we would offer an evening  

meeting to be held at the OCBDD office in the Board Room.  

This will allow consumers working in the community and other 

community members a better chance to attend.  These meetings 

will be held on the same day (beginning March 3rd) at 5:00 pm .  

We will also start taking a small group to the regional Ohio Self 

Determination Association meetings held in Tiffin every other 

month (beginning February 22nd).  Attending these will end with 

the OSDA conference in October. 

 

Kara DiMasso and myself will be attending a Legislative Breakfast 

in Waldo, Ohio on February 1st to talk about the current state of 

Ohioõs finances and the effects on individuals with developmental 

disabilities. 

Contributed by Amy Cantu  

In an effort to promote positive perceptions of people with disabilities we are celebrating Devel-
ƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ άtogetherέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ 
when we have a truly inclusive community that we see the future as brighter, our neighbors grow 
stronger, we accomplish more, and everyone wins! 
 

It is often attitudinal barriers that affect everyday life for people with developmental disabilities.  
In addressing those barriers through positive awareness efforts, fears and negative attitudes can 
be replaced with knowledge and understanding.  Look for our promotions in March! 

Several employees  

volunteered their time to  

ring the Salvation Army bell 

at the Community Market in Port Clinton on  

December 18th.  òItõs good to give back to a   

caring community, such as this,ó said Superinten-

dent Slusser.  She was among those helping to 

raise much-needed funds for a great organization.   

   

Thank you to everyone who came out and sup-

ported the Salvation Army by donating to the 

òlittle red kettle.ó 
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REC is the name ..FUN is the game! 

    ²Ŝ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƴŀƳŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ 
in the newsletter requesting suggestions. We received only one suggestion. Staff were then asked for suggestions. 
All suggestions were narrowed down to three. Those three were put in the newsletter for persons served to vote 
on. The vote came back in a three way tie!  The final vote was drawn out of a bag and the winning name is REC. 
 

    Recreational Experiences in the Community (REC) is a program focused on socialization, promoting healthy living, 
and having fun!  We have groups for seniors and a new club for young adults starting very soon. 
From basketball to drama club, we try to include a little something for everyone.  Some memora-
ble past activities included; trips to  Put-In-Bay, Mud Hens baseball game, Walleye hockey game, 
Browns football games, swimming, camping, caroling, recreation nights, and canoeing, just to 
name a few. We are looking forward to upcoming karaoke and the debut of a new wellness group 
(discovering a healthier lifestyle through healthy eating and moving more). REC is an ever-
evolving  program looking for new adventures and we appreciate your ideas!         
                                            Contributed by Michele Bailey 

The Ohio State University Nisonger Center, Columbus Ohio is excited to introduce you to Ohio 
SIBS (Special Initiatives by Brothers and Sisters).  This newly formed non -profit organization is 

an outgrowth of a program that was developed by Dr. Tom Fish at The Ohio State University 
Nisonger Center.  The mission of this volunteer -based group is to engage adult brothers and 

sisters of people with disabilities at all levels.  They strongly promote advocacy, empowerment, 
and education, all in an effort to unify families and service organizations to improve the lives of 

people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  They believe that siblings represent the 
next generation of caregivers and advocates for people with disabilities.  

 
Each year, they hold the Ohio Adult Sibling Conference to bring siblings from across Ohio to-

gether to learn, network and receive support.  This past November, they celebrated their 10th 
anniversary of the Ohio Adult Sibling Conference and had over 110 people in attendance.  

 
To learn more, visit the website at http://www.ohiosibs.com/  

The 2011 OCBDD Board Officers are: 
Terry Fejes, President 

Kevin Peters, Vice-President 

Julie Wittman, Secretary 
Those serving as Board Members are: 

Jennifer Zelms 

Linda Sorg 
Dr. Jamie Imlay 

Sandra Toth 

Parents/Guardians, Individuals 

served and Family Members are 

invited to our second monthly 

forum on Wednesdayñ                      

February 16th at 5:00 p.m.                            

at the Board of DD                         

to talk about the REC program and  

to seek feedback about developing an 

athletic program or Special Olympics. 

 

Future Monthly Forum dates are 

posted on www.ocbdd.org  

Coffee with the  
Superintendent 

Supporting Dreams  

Ottawa County Board of DD  
235 N Toussaint South Rd 

Oak Harbor OH 43449 

Phone: 419-898-0400 

Good FriendsτGood Times  

Great Wolf Lodge, Sandusky 

http://www.biaoh.org/index.html


Upcoming Events 

Coffee with the Superintendent 

February 16:  5:00pm 

At OCBDD Building 

 

Regular Board  Meeting  

February 28:  5:00pm 

At OCBDD Building 

The public is welcome 

 

People 1st Meeting 

March 3:  1:30pm at RVI 

March 3:  5:00pm at OCBDD  

 

 

Family Advisory Council Meeting 

February 11: 10:00am 

At OCBDD 

 

Mandatory Staff Training 

Offices Closed 

February 21:  8am-4pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time 

March 13 

Set clocks forward 

1 hour 

 

Regular Board  Meeting  

March 21:  5:00pm 

At OCBDD Building 

The public is welcome 

 

 

 

If you have an email address & would like to receive 

this newsletter electronically (saving the agencyõs paper 

resources), send your address to bbeck@ocbdd.org.  

This newsletter and other information about the 

OCBDD  can be accessed at:  www.ocbdd.org  

This is a quarterly publication of the Ottawa County 

Board of Developmental Disabilities.  News releases, 

story ideas, comments and suggestions should be ad-

dressed to Ottawa County Board of DD Newsletter,   

235 N Toussaint South Rd, Oak Harbor OH 43449. 

Circulation is currently 400. 

 

Ottawa County Board of DD  

235 N Toussaint South Rd 

Oak Harbor OH 43449  
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Check us out on the web at www.ocbdd.org  

Disclaimer:  While the Board has respectfully changed its name (and corresponding language) through the use of Developmental Disabilities instead of Mental Retardation, the following 
excerpts came directly from the pages of our archived history records and in no way are meant to degrade or disrespect individuals with Developmental Disabilities or their families. 
 

   In September of 1957, a meeting was held in Oak Harbor for parents, educators and civic leaders to discuss establishing community 

classes in Ottawa County for children who were mentally retarded.  Since these children were excluded from the public schools and no 

opportunity to attend school was available in Ottawa County, parents were obliged to send their children either to Fremont or Sandusky 

where community classes were available for trainable retarded children. 

 

   Ottawa County was notified in September of 1959 that more financial support was needed from them if their children were to continue 

attending out-of-county schools.  This helped to kindle the spark which had been smoldering since 1952 and in May, 1960 initial steps 

were taken to establish community classes in Ottawa County.  An organizational meeting of the 

Ottawa Chapter of the Association for Retarded Children was held and plans were made to open a 

school in the Legion Hall in Oak Harbor. 

 

   Ottawa County School for Retarded Children opened in September of 1960 with 13 children en-

rolled and a teaching staff of two.  The dream of a school for the retarded children of the county had 

been realized, but the association still needed $6,000 to operate it for its pilot year.  Parents paid a 

small fee each month.  State aid was not available until a school was operated successfully for the 

first year.  A public appeal for funds met with fine response and funds were raised for its first cru-

cial yearéé..TO BE CONTINUED 
First classroom at the O.H. Legion Hall  


